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ST. MATTHIAS
THE APOSTLE CHURCH

CELEBRATION of EUCHARIST
Weekend
Saturday ..................... . 4:00pm
Sunday ....................... ..8:30am
................................... 10:30am
Daily
Monday-Friday……….8:00am
National Holiday
9:00am
Holy Day of Obligation
Please call the Parish Office

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday, 3:00pm-3:30pm

Mother of Perpetual Help Prayers
Tuesday, 8:30am
Eucharistic Adoration
Thursday, 8:30am until Noon,

Living the Word,
Sharing the Spirit,
Loving Each Other
796 Buckley Road
St. Louis, Missouri 63125
314-892-7500
Web Site:
www.stmatthiastheapostle.org
Fax: 314-892-0629
Baptisms
Please call the Parish Office
three months before the birth of
the child.
Marriages
Arrangements should be made a
minimum of one year before the
planned date of marriage.
Parish Office Hours
9:00am-4:00pm Monday-Friday
Bulletin Deadline
Noon on Monday

Fr. Dennis Port
Pastor
frport@sbcglobal.net

Fr. Eugene Selzer
selzer13@gmail.com

Deacon Charlie Bacher
charles.bacher@sbcglobal.net

Jonathan Diestelkamp
Office Manager
st.matthiasoffice@sbcglobal.net

Joseph Dahlem
Parish School of Religion
joedahlem@gmail.com

Mary Eckles
Adult Faith Formation
jack_eckles@msn.com

Jill Randall R.N.
Parish Nurse
636-208-5948
jrandall@faithnurses.org

Salesian Missionaries
314-416-1778
smmi-us@sbcglobal.net

The 8th Sunday of Ordinary Time
February 26, 2017
READINGS FOR THE
WEEK
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:

Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

Sir 17:20-24;
Ps 32:1-2, 5-7;
Mk 10:17-27
Sir 35:1-12;
Ps 50:5-8, 14, 23;
Mk 10:28-31
Jl 2:12-18;
Ps 51:3-6ab, 12-14, 17;
2 Cor 5:20 - 6:2;
Mt 6:1-6, 16-18
Dt 30:15-20;
Ps 1:1-4, 6;
Lk 9:22-25
Is 58:1-9a;
Ps 51:3-6ab, 18-19;
Mt 9:14-15
Is 58:9b-14;
Ps 86:1-6;
Lk 5:27-32
Gn 2:7-9; 3:1-7;
Ps 51:3-6, 12-13, 17;
Rom 5:12-19 [12, 17-19];
Mt 4:1-11

Stations of the Cross
On each of the six Fridays of Lent, Stations of the
Cross will be celebrated in the Church at 6:00pm.
As always, we hope to see you there!

“No one can serve two masters; for either he
will hate the one and love the other, or he
will be devoted to the one and despise the
other. You cannot serve God and mammon
(material wealth).” Matthew 6:24
For many people, God and money run “neck
and neck” as their first priority. Making money and spending money becomes the center
of their life and they actually become a slave
to money. The solution – become more
generous. Giving money to Church and
charity frees us from slavery to money and
from making money a “god” before God.

Ash Wednesday is March 1st
Eucharist Schedule
8:00 am
12:00 Noon
7:00 pm

“Consider your own calling, brothers
and sisters.” - 1 Corinthians 1:26
In his letter to the Corinthians, St. Paul reminds
us that all of us are called to participate in the
work of the Church. There can be no excuses. We cannot say that we are not wise enough,
powerful enough or smart enough. We cannot
say that we do not have the time, the talents or
the skills. God can use each of us. All we have
to do is offer our humble lives to Him and then
be willing to follow where He leads.

ARCHDIOCESAN LENTEN REGULATIONS
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not
perish but might have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but
that the world might be saved through him.”
(John 3:16-17)
The Church has always helped us fulfill these words of Jesus by prescribing very definite penance for all
Catholics, so that we too might have Eternal life. Accordingly, the Pope and the American Bishops have
outlined obligatory fast and abstinence as follows:
Ash Wednesday (Wednesday March 1, 2017) and Good Friday (April 14, 2017) are days of abstinence for all Catholics over the age of 14. On these two days, fast, as well as abstinence, is also obligatory for those from the ages of 18-59. Abstinence means refraining from meat. Fast means one full meal a
day, with two smaller meals and nothing between meals (liquids are permitted). No Catholic will lightly
excuse himself or herself from this obligation.
All Fridays in Lent are days of abstinence from meat. Here again Catholics will not hold themselves
lightly excused, but if there is a serious health problem, this obligation would not apply.
We should strive to make all days of Lent a time of prayer and penance.

From the Pastor
Palm—Ashes—Prayer—Preparation
The Time is Now !!
Dear Fellow Parishioners and Visitors,
Have you ever wondered what to do with the palm given out on Palm Sunday once it becomes old and
dry? Did you know that the ashes used on Ash Wednesday come from the burned palm that was blessed
the year before? We are now in the process of collecting old blessed palm in the Narthex of Church.
On Tuesday, February 28th the evening before Ash Wednesday, at 6:30PM there will be a special ceremony which will involve the burning of the palm and actual turning of the palm into ashes by the people
of the parish. These ashes will be blessed and used on Ash Wednesday.
Following the service there will also be a Pre-Lenten Pot Luck Dinner for the people of the parish. This is
a very moving and fitting way to begin Lent as the one body of Christ.
Please come and pray and have some fun with our parish family. The people of the parish are asked to
bring a covered dish to share. The Parish will provide the main course. Please RSVP to the Parish Office
(314-892-7500) or return the form below by way of the collection basket on the weekends.
Fr. Dennis Port
************************************************************************
We (I) Plan to attend the Ash Make & Pot Luck
Family Name __________________________________
Number of People___________

Phone______________

2018 Pilgrimage to the Holy Land
Every year St. Matthias offers a pilgrimage to holy shrines throughout the world for the spiritual and intellectual development of parishioners and friends. The next pilgrimage will take place January 16-25,
2018.
There is no better way to understand the Gospels than to see, feel and walk in the places where Jesus
actually walked, taught, lived, died and rose from the dead - the Holy Land.
The fourth day in the Holy Land begins with a visit to the Mount of Olives and the Garden of Gethsemane. Time will be taken to pray in the Garden of Gethsemane, with olive trees that date back to the time of
Jesus.
“Jesus went out with his disciples across the Kidron valley to
where there was a garden, into
which he and his disciples entered.”
(John 18:1)

For more information contact Fr. Port (314-892-7500).
Brochures detailing the entire itinerary of the Pilgrimage are available at the Parish Office and the
Narthex of the church.

About Our Church
The following is a reprint of an article from the St. Matthias bulletin dated December 17, 1978. This article describes the large mural in the Narthex of the church designed by the world famous liturgical artist
Francis Deck.
The 32 foot long x 71/2 foot mural of the Risen Christ is now being prepared. This mural will be
seen through the upper half of the front windows and at night can be lighted. The theme of the
mural is the “Risen Christ” because an apostle (Matthias) had to be a witness to the Risen Lord.
The Risen Christ will be pictured in the center of the mural surrounded by brilliant rays of the sun
and other Easter symbols. The left and right panels of the mural continue the resurrection theme
“The heavens and the earth praise God who has raised up His Son.” Symbols used for the heavens
are the sun, moon, stars, and a large angel announcing the Resurrection. The right panel contains
the earth symbols of tree, palm branch symbolic of victory, and another large angel announcing
the Resurrection. There are other symbols also used in the heaven and earth panels.
You may be surprised to learn that the mural is constructed out of Styrofoam that was hand carved by Mr.
Deck. Once carved the Styrofoam was sealed and painted.
If you have not seen our church at night recently make an opportunity to stop by and see the lighted mural
in the Narthex.

2017 Pilgrimage to the Northwest and Canada
Join Fr. Port in seeing the beauty that God has created in the Northwest U.S. Alberta Canada and the Canadian Rockies. Also visit many of the Catholic shrines and churches of these areas. In Canada visit
Banff and Jasper National Parks, Lake Louise, Vermillion Lakes and many more natural wonders. In the
Northwest U.S. just a few of the areas to be visited are: Glacier National Park, Custer National Monument, Devil’s Tower, the Black Hills, Mount Rushmore, and even Wall Drug.

Mount Rushmore
Mount Rushmore features 60-foot sculptures of the
heads of four United States presidents:
• George Washington (1732–1799)
• Thomas Jefferson (1743–1826)
• Theodore Roosevelt (1858–1919)
•
Abraham Lincoln (1809–1865).

For more information contact Fr. Port (314-892-7500).
Brochures detailing the entire itinerary of the Pilgrimage are available at the Parish Office and the Narthex of the church.

ARCHDIOCESAN LENTEN RESOURCES
There are many excellent resources for the Season of Lent you might wish to use . Following is a list of
some resources available for Lent this year:
Living the Eucharist Lenten program: http://www.livingtheeucharist.org/.
Best Lent Ever daily reflections from Dynamic Catholic:http://dynamiccatholic.com/bestlentever/#signup
USCCB: http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/liturgical-year/lent/prayer-resources-for-lent.cfm

Catechism of the Catholic Church
The prayer of the People of God flourished in the shadow of the dwelling place of God's presence on earth,
the ark of the covenant and the Temple, under the guidance of their shepherds, especially King David and
of the prophets.
The prophets summoned the people to conversion of heart and, while zealously seeking the face of God,
like Elijah, they interceded for the people.
The Psalms constitute the masterwork of prayer in the Old Testament. They present two inseparable qualities: the personal and the communal. They extend to all dimensions of history, recalling God's promises
already fulfilled and looking for the coming of the Messiah.
Prayed and fulfilled in Christ, the Psalms are an essential and permanent element of the prayer of the
Church. They are suitable for men of every condition and time.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK
Margaret Blickle, Benjamin Boyd, Bob Carroll, Bob Carty, Laverne Chaney, Charlene Cruse,
Janice G. Czapla, Sylvia Czapla, Denny Dearda, Charles Denzel, Gerry DiMaggio, Lorraine Dohm,
Jack Eckles, Maria Edwards, Olivia Edwards, Dan Fitzsimmons, George Flaton, Ann Forthaus,
Alice Gereaux, Lorraine Greene, Jaimi Grimm, Joan Grippo, David Goetz, Cassie Gorecki,
Dawn Guardano, Jane Hackett, Ed Hasler, Brett Haubrich, Mary Ann Heberer, Anne Heuvelman,
Kathleen Holmes, Frances Holtkamp, Mary Ellen Howard, Lukas Inman, Charles Jones, Jim Kargus,
Frances Kasting, Delores Kersting, Shirley Kramper, Ronald Lamb, Josephine Lange, Oliver Lange,
Nancy Linder, Donna Meyer, Shania Meyer, Janet Millslagle, Rich Millslagle, Louise Moore,
David Oppland, Lauri Pennycook, Radomir Polach, Yvonne Proehl, Bobby Randazzo, Kenneth Reeg,
John Ryan Jr., Tony Sauer, Ben Schaab, Lorraine Scheffer, Timothy Schiefelbein, Donald Schlingman,
Fr. Eugene Selzer, Margaret Sevem, Leonard Suttmoeller, Irene Taschler, Marian Thompson,
Norm Valenta, Rich Veile, Lucille Venverloh, Gloria White, Bob Wissler,

CANDLES
Lighting a candle expresses a prayer need and
invites others to join in praying for that intention.

The prayer needs this week are:
Tom Sanders Sr. and families; Tom Sanders Jr.
and family; Brian Davis Jr. and family; Frances
Holtkamp; For favors granted: recovery from
stroke, Yard Signs; For healing for Jaimi, Julia
and Bea and Special Intentions; Help my strength
get stronger; Rose L. - better health and healing;
Gus L. - better health and healing; Linda’s successful surgery; R. and R. families; Branam family; Special Intention for Cassie; Dot, Emily, Ken,
Michael; Zelch/Dove/Medley families; Josan
Rowley; Shawn Rowley; Help my strength and
treatments work; St. Jude - Special Intention;
Be Not Afraid…
Do not look forward to the changes and chances of
this life in fear; rather look to them with full hope that,
as they arise, God will deliver you out of them. He has
kept you up to now, do you but hold fast to His dear
hand, and He will lead you safely through all things;
and, when you cannot stand, He will carry you in His
arms. Do not look forward to what may happen tomorrow; the same everlasting Father that cares for
your today will take care of you tomorrow and every
day. Either He will shield you from suffering , or He
will give you unfailing strength to bear it. Be at peace
then, and put aside all anxious thoughts and imaginations.
St. Francis de Sales

MASS INTENTIONS
Feb. 27, Monday
8:00 a.m.
Feb. 28, Tuesday
8:00 a.m.
Mar. 1, Wednesday
8:00 a.m.
12:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
Mar. 2, Thursday
8:00 a.m.
Mar. 3, Friday
8:00 a.m.
Mar. 4, Saturday
4:00 p.m.
Mar. 5, Sunday
8:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Richard Kleeb
Bill Ludwig
Jini Joseph
Ed “Eddie: Hensle
John & Rite Sebelski
John & Rite Sebelski
Memorial Society
Vigil of the 1st Sunday of
Lent
Dave Cieslinski
The 1st Sunday of Lent
John Opich
People of the Parish

Rest in Peace
We offer our sympathy and prayers
to the family and friends of:

Dorothy Mechura
Sister of Jean Angeles
of our Parish
May her soul and the souls of all the
faithful departed rest in peace.

Next week - 1st Sunday of Lent
"Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil."
Each year we begin the Sundays of Lent with the Gospel accounts of Jesus going into the desert to
be alone to pray about the work he was about to begin.
We should take our Lenten cue from Jesus. Lent is not so much a call to self-denial as it is a call for
reflection and conversion. The original intent of giving things up was to free us from business as usual
in order to focus on the presence of God in our lives, to consider the things we value, to assess if our
lives are all they should and can be.
Jesus was tempted in the desert. It would be closer to the real meaning of the word to say he was
tested. What we call temptation is not meant to make us sin; it is meant to enable us to conquer sin. It is
not meant to make us bad, it is meant to make us emerge stronger and finer and purer from the ordeal.
Temptation is not the penalty of being human, it is the glory of being human. It is the test which comes
to the one God wishes to use. We must see this event not as the tempting but as the testing of Jesus.
Lent is for our testing and our glory.
At birth, we inherited the fallen human nature of which we read in Genesis. At baptism, we received
the unfallen nature of the perfect man, Jesus. Daily we experience a conflict within us; fallen human
nature pulls us down. The Christ-life within us, received at baptism, pulls us up.
Is there anyone who doesn't long to see the Christ-life victorious over the forces that threaten to drag
us down.
Jesus Christ knows, from his own experience, how bitter that inner conflict can become. He knows
that without a power greater than our own we cannot sustain the contest, let alone win it. That is why he
offers us his body and blood: not as a good-conduct reward for services rendered, but as medicine for
sinners; strengthening, nourishing food for those who come, dusty and weary, from life's pilgrimage,
seeking strength to journey on another week; pitching our tent, each night a day's march nearer home.

LENTEN FISH FRY:
Mark your Calendars !!!!
March 10th
March 24th
April 7th
Parish Center 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Carry Outs Available!

Seniors $8.00
Fish, Shrimp or Combo, 2 sides & Hush Puppies

Adults $8.00
Fish, Shrimp or Combo, 2 sides & Hush Puppies

Children $6.00
Fish, Shrimp, Mac’n Cheese or Spaghetti Dinners, one side, & Hush Puppies

Shrimp Basket $6.00
Sides Include:
Spaghetti, Green Beans, Mac’n Cheese, Slaw, Applesauce.

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU!!!

The New Marque has Arrived

Communion of Reparation
First Friday & First Saturday Devotion
We are inviting everyone to an

ALL NIGHT VIGIL IN HONOR OF THE
SACRED HEART OF JESUS AND IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY
March 3, 2017, First Friday vigil 7:30 pm

St. Matthias Church 800
Buckley Rd., St Louis, MO 63125
Tel
314-892-5109

Schedule :
7:30 P.M. Rosary & Confession
8:00 P.M. First Friday Mass – in honor of Sacred Heart of Jesus
9:00 P.M. Eucharistic Procession
9:30 P.M. Fellowship, Food and Refreshment
10:00 P.M. Worship & Adoration continues, Divine Mercy, Rosary & Reconciliation, Divine
Offices, Benediction
12:05 A.M. First Saturday Mass (in Latin) in honor of Immaculate Heart of Mary
For more information, please visit our website at www.ath-stl.org or contact Marissa or Jess Gatmaitan at
314-602-5304
314-954-8420

Collection for the Church in
Central and Eastern Europe
Next Week, we will take up the Collection for
the Church in Central and Eastern Europe.
This collection supports the Church in over 20
countries, many of which are still struggling to
recover in the aftermath of Soviet rule. Funds
from this collection support the pastoral care,
catechesis, building renovations, and seminary
formation. Your support restores the church
and builds the future in this region. Please
prayerfully consider how you can support the
collection next week. More information can be
found at www.usccb.org/ccee.

National Black and Indian
Mission Collection
Next week, our parish will take up the 134th
annual National Black and Indian Mission
Collection.
Our support of this collection helps build
the Church in African American, Native
American, and Alaska Native communities
from coast to coast. Schools, parish religious education programs, and diocesan
ministries depend on your generosity to
help them spread the Gospel of Jesus
Christ!

AARP
TAX PREPARATION
Low income Senior’s may have their income
taxes prepared by qualified individuals for free at
St. Matthias in the Multi-Purpose room.
You must have an appointment.
Please call AARP TaxAide Call Center at
314-525-1660 to make an appointment.

2016 Contribution Statements
Statements are now available in the following ways:
•

If the Parish Office has your email address you will receive it automatically through the email
on file.

•

Fax, when a fax number is provided to the Parish Office.

•

Mail, when a self addressed stamped envelope is provided to the Parish Office.

•

Pick up at the Parish Office, during Office Hours as listed on the front of the bulletin.

WELCOME NEW
PARISHIONERS!
A parish is not a place,
it is a community. A
parish is not a thing it is
the Body of Christ. We
can only be such a
community if every
Catholic in the area registers in the parish.
To receive a registration form or indicate an
address change or move from the parish,
please fill out the form below and drop
it in the collection basket or mail it to
the Parish Office.
Name __________________________________ and
___________________________________________________
Number in Family: ______
Adults _______ Children _______
Address________________________________
Zip ___________ Phone _________________
Email Address___________________________________
Cell Phone______________________________________

New Parishioner ______Moving Out _________

Offerings to Support
the Mission of the Parish
February 15 - 22, 2017
Sunday Offering
Sunday Offering (E-Give)
Special Donations
Special Donations (E-Give)
Ash Wednesday
Parish Upkeep
Votive Candles
Pre-Lenten Feast

$ 5,075.00
$ 550.00
$ 279.75
$
50.00
$
20.00
$
49.00
$
62.00
$ 800.00

The following funds are “Restricted” which
means that they may be used only for the
intention for which they were given. These
funds are placed in separate interest bearing
accounts.
Parishioner Helping Parishioner
Memorial Prayer Garden
Operation Life Support
Operation Life Support (E-Give)

$
$
$
$

384.00
15.00

The following funds are transferred directly to
the Archdiocese or other Special Campaigns:
St. Louis Review

$

60.00

Welcome Parish Nurse Jill Randall, RN
Jill Randall has been a Registered Nurse with Deaconess Nurse Ministry since 2015. Since beginning her
nursing career in 2012, she has gained experience working with individuals who have psychiatric diagnoses, physical disabilities, and the under-served. Jill earned a BA in Psychology in 1995 and has also worked
as a Police Officer, Probation and Parole Officer, Crime Victim Advocate and Newspaper Reporter. Her
current nursing clients are individuals with unique challenges and needs from a variety of backgrounds in
Jefferson and St. Louis County. Jill provides services to clients at two Jefferson County food pantries and is
currently expanding her responsibilities to include parish nursing to the congregants of St. Paul’s, and will
serve senior clients at St. Matthias’ So Co Senior Ministry. She will offer health screenings, provide practical resources as needed, and will give clients the emotional support they need as they work toward improved health and wellness. Her passion is to empower individuals to achieve their health and wellness
goals, provide meaningful interaction and to help develop a deeper sense of community to members. Jill is
the mother of 6 children, and in her free time enjoys hiking, climbing, traveling, writing, reading, philosophy and all things music.

St. Matthias the Apostle
Memorial Prayer Garden
I (we) would like to purchase the following in the
Memorial Prayer Garden. I choose the following:
_____ Engraved Brick

$75.00

_____ Stone Boulder

$200.00

(For engraving of Boulders and Tree Memorials talk
with Jonathan at the Parish Office 314-892-7500)

_____Spruce Tree

$250.00

Please print in block letters the name(s) you would like engraved on the Memorial:
A space should be left between names and on either side of “&”. 15 characters are available per line,
Including spaces and punctuation; 3 lines per brick or marker:

__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|
__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|
__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|
Purchase Information:
Name: ________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________
City: _________________________________________________
State: ___________

Zip: ___________

Phone: ________________________

Please make checks payable to: St. Matthias
For extended term payments please contact the Parish Office.

