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The 3rd Sunday of Lent
March 19, 2017
READINGS FOR THE
WEEK
Monday:

Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

Sunday:

2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16;
Ps 89:2-5, 27, 29;
Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22;
Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a or
Lk 2:41-51a
Dn 3:25, 34-43;
Ps 25:4-5ab, 6, 7bc, 8-9;
Mt 18:21-35
Dt 4:1, 5-9;
Ps 147:12-13, 15-16, 19-20;
Mt 5:17-19
Jer 7:23-28;
Ps 95:1-2, 6-9;
Lk 11:14-23
Hos 14:2-10;
Ps 81:6c-11ab, 14, 17;
Mk 12:28-34
Is 7:10-14, 8:10;
Ps 40:7-11;
Heb 10:4-10;
Lk 1:26-38
1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a;
Ps 23:1-6;
Eph 5:8-14;
Jn 9:1-41[1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38]

“Everyone who drinks this water will be
thirsty again.” John 4:13
Jesus reminds us that material things, even
something as basic as water, can never satisfy us for long. When we build our lives
around material possessions we always
want more. True Joy and Peace only
comes when we follow Jesus; when we become more “God-centered” and less “selfcentered”.

All-provident God,
the good things that grace this table
remind us of your many good gifts.
Bless this food,
and may the prayers of St. Joseph,
who provided bread for your Son and food for the
poor,
sustain us and all our brothers and sisters
on our journey towards your heavenly Kingdom.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Rest in Peace
We offer our sympathy and prayers
to the families and friends of:

Richard Veile
of our Parish

Anna Bernjans
Mother of Jane Kleinsorge
of our Parish
May their souls and the souls of all the
faithful departed rest in peace.

Next Week - 4th Sunday of Lent
"I have come into this world to make the sightless see..."
We are halfway through Lent and we are given and insight into what being Christian is really all
about. It is about vision.
We spend much of our lives searching for meaning. Why are we here? What does it all mean? The
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus provide an answer to life's ultimate question. Read the Gospel. Examine the word. Listen for signs of God's presence. Reflect. Retreat. Pray. And sooner or later, we
will experience conversion.
Conversion means "to change". We take off our ways, and we put on Jesus Christ. We act differently. We perceive the world differently. We put on Christian glasses and we see people in a new way. As
Paul explains, "There was a time when you were in darkness, but now you are light in the Lord". And
like the man in the Gospel, we realize we were blind, but now can see.
We don't have to achieve a certain saintly level of ecstasy to be converted and see the world in a different way. The invitation is there right in front of us. We need only open our eyes and look for it.
The story of the blind man asks for a decision. Where do you stand? With the blind man or with his
critics? The blind man's journey from darkness to light is possible because he admits that he has a need
for light, and trusts the one who offers it. What condemns his critics to journey in the opposite direction
is their complacent certainty that they know all the answers already. Confident that they do not need
what Jesus has to offer, they turn their backs on him, only to have him turn on them with the terrible
words: "I came into this world to divide it, to make the sightless see and the seeing blind."
If you can make little sense of life; if you cannot see the way ahead; if you do not know sometimes
whether you believe in anything - then come to Jesus Christ as the blind man came. Show him your
needs, your fears, your doubts, your blindness. Tell him you want what he alone can give.
And as you tell him, trust him as the blind man trusted when he obeyed Jesus' simple command: "Go
and wash." Show Jesus Christ your need. Trust him, and go on trusting. He will do the rest.

Catechism of the Catholic
Church
Every joy and suffering, every event and need
can become the matter of thanksgiving which,
sharing in that of Christ, should fill one's whole
life: “Give thanks in all circumstances.”
Prayer of praise is entirely disinterested and rises
to God, lauds him, and gives him glory for his
own sake, quite beyond what he has done, but
simply because HE IS.

Speaker Series - Marie Kenyon
Who: Marie Kenyon
When: Monday, March 20, 2017
from 7:00pm - 8:00pm
Where: Multi-Purpose Room
Marie Kenyon director of the Peace & Justice
Commission of the Archdiocese will be speaking
on the topic of homelessness in our region. Marie
will focus on what factors cause people to become
homeless, who are the homeless and how our faith

By a living transmission--Tradition--the Holy
Spirit in the Church teaches the children of God
to pray.

calls us to help them.

The Word of God, the liturgy of the Church, and
the virtues of faith, hope and charity are sources
of prayer.

We look forward to seeing you!

Please contact the Parish Office at 314-892-7500
to make your reservation.

2018 Pilgrimage to the Holy Land
Every year St. Matthias offers a pilgrimage to holy shrines throughout the world for the spiritual and intellectual development of parishioners and friends. The next pilgrimage will take place January 16-25,
2018.
There is no better way to understand the Gospels than to see, feel and walk in the places where Jesus
actually walked, taught, lived, died and rose from the dead - the Holy Land.
The fifth day in the Holy Land begins with a visit to Bethlehem the city where Jesus was born. Mass will
be celebrated in the Church of the Nativity and the traditional site of Jesus birth will be visited.

“And Joseph too went up from Galilee from the
town of Nazareth to Judea, to the city of David
that is called Bethlehem, because he was of the
house and family of David, to be enrolled with
Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. While
they were there, the time came for her to have
her child, and she gave birth to her firstborn
son.”
(Luke 2:4-7)
For more information contact Fr. Port (314-892-7500).
Brochures detailing the entire itinerary of the Pilgrimage are available at the Parish Office and the
Narthex of the church.

Dusty Hope
by Deirdre A. McQuade

“Remember: You are dust, and to dust you shall return.”
As a cradle Catholic, I heard this refrain nearly every year upon receiving ashes on my forehead.
Other years, the gesture was paired with: “Repent, and believe in the Gospel.” Both lines puzzled me, honestly. The one about dust seemed so final, almost devoid of hope, while the second appeared to airbrush
over the reality of death, as if leaving “dust” out of it could avoid causing us discomfort.
As with so many things in our Catholic life, these lines must be taken together in fruitful tension, not
isolation. In his 1996 Ash Wednesday homily, St. John Paul II preached: “We are called to take part in the
Resurrection of Christ. For this appeal to resound within us with all its force at the beginning of the Lenten
season, let us realize what death means . . . ‘You are dust’ . . . ‘Repent! . . . Believe in the Gospel’!”
But what does that mean in practice? A woman who recently suffered a miscarriage offers one window into these mysteries. In her honest and courageous piece, “After My Miscarriage, I was Surrounded by
the Culture of Death,” author Anna O’Neil reflects on fundamentally different reactions to their family’s
loss. “My well-meaning doctors and caretakers thought that the most comforting thing would be to deny the
reality of the death, or deny that every death is cause for weeping,” she wrote, “I know differently, though. I
know that death is always reason for weeping.”
Continued on page 10

2017 Pilgrimage to the Northwest and Canada
Join Fr. Port in seeing the beauty that God has created in the Northwest U.S. Alberta Canada and the Canadian Rockies. Also visit many of the Catholic shrines and churches of these areas. In Canada visit
Banff and Jasper National Parks, Lake Louise, Vermillion Lakes and many more natural wonders. In the
Northwest U.S. just a few of the areas to be visited are: Glacier National Park, Custer National Monument, Devil’s Tower, the Black Hills, Mount Rushmore, and even Wall Drug.
Little Bighorn Battlefield National Monument preserves the site of the June 25 and 26,
1876, Battle of the Little Bighorn, near Crow
Agency, Montana. It also serves as a memorial to
those who fought in the battle: George Armstrong Custer's 7th Cavalry and a combined
Lakota - Northern Cheyenne and Arapaho force.
Custer National Cemetery, a part of
the national monument, is the site of a related
military action .
For more information contact Fr. Port (314-892-7500).
Brochures detailing the entire itinerary of the Pilgrimage are available at the Parish Office and the Narthex of the church.

ARCHDIOCESAN LENTEN REGULATIONS
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not
perish but might have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but
that the world might be saved through him.”
(John 3:16-17)
The Church has always helped us fulfill these words of Jesus by prescribing very definite penance for all
Catholics, so that we too might have Eternal life. Accordingly, the Pope and the American Bishops have
outlined obligatory fast and abstinence as follows:
Ash Wednesday (Wednesday March 1, 2017) and Good Friday (April 14, 2017) are days of abstinence for all Catholics over the age of 14. On these two days, fast, as well as abstinence, is also obligatory for those from the ages of 18-59. Abstinence means refraining from meat. Fast means one full meal a
day, with two smaller meals and nothing between meals (liquids are permitted). No Catholic will lightly
excuse himself or herself from this obligation.
All Fridays in Lent are days of abstinence from meat. Here again Catholics will not hold themselves
lightly excused, but if there is a serious health problem, this obligation would not apply.
We should strive to make all days of Lent a time of prayer and penance.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK
Margaret Blickle, Benjamin Boyd, Bob Carroll, Laverne Chaney, Charlene Cruse, Janice G. Czapla,
Sylvia Czapla, Denny Dearda, Charles Denzel, Gerry DiMaggio, Lorraine Dohm, Jack Eckles,
Maria Edwards, Olivia Edwards, Dan Fitzsimmons, George Flaton, Ann Forthaus, Alice Gereaux,
Lorraine Greene, Jaimi Grimm, Joan Grippo, David Goetz, Cassie Gorecki, Dawn Guardano, Jane Hackett,
Ed Hasler, Brett Haubrich, Mary Ann Heberer, Anne Heuvelman, Kathleen Holmes, Frances Holtkamp,
Mary Ellen Howard, Lukas Inman, Charles Jones, Jim Kargus, Frances Kasting, Delores Kersting,
Shirley Kramper, Paula Kunz, Ronald Lamb, Josephine Lange, Oliver Lange, Nancy Linder, Donna Meyer,
Shania Meyer, Janet Millslagle, Rich Millslagle, Louise Moore, David Oppland, Lauri Pennycook,
Radomir Polach, Yvonne Proehl, Bobby Randazzo, Kenneth Reeg, John Ryan Jr., Tony Sauer, Ben Schaab,
Lorraine Scheffer, Timothy Schiefelbein, Donald Schlingman, Fr. Eugene Selzer, Margaret Sevem,
Leonard Suttmoeller, Irene Taschler, Marian Thompson, Norm Valenta, Lucille Venverloh, Gloria White,
Bob Wissler,

CANDLES

MASS INTENTIONS

Lighting a candle expresses a prayer need and
invites others to join in praying for that intention.

Mar. 20, Monday
8:00 a.m. Kenneth Loehr
Mar. 21, Tuesday
8:00 a.m. John Opich
Mar. 22, Wednesday
8:00 a.m. Lee Ortiguero
Mar. 23, Thursday
8:00 a.m. Frank Reznicek
Mar. 24, Friday
8:00 a.m. Bernardine Hook
Mar. 25, Saturday Vigil of the 4th Sunday of
Lent
4:00 p.m. Dave Cieslinski
Mar. 26, Sunday
The 4th Sunday of Lent
8:30 a.m. Mary Ann Dill
10:30 a.m. People of the Parish

The prayer needs this week are:
Tom Sanders Sr. and families; Tom Sanders Jr.
and family; Brian Davis Jr. and families; Souls in
Purgatory; Raymond L. Cardinal Burke; Fr. Port
and all priests; Families; New baby who is sick;
For the Branam family; Sue Caruse, Barb
Schoemhel and Loretta Bachler; Special Intention
for Albert and Clare and Barb Reinholz; Rose L. better health and healing; Gus L. - better health
and healing; For safe trip and good health; For
many more birthdays for me - Cora O.; Praying
treatments work, keeping up my strength; Gielow
family; Zelch/Medley/Dove families; Garza family; Bruce Edward Meyer II; Peace and harmony
in my home; Jason Rowley; Shawn Rowley; Gabby and Adrianna Mancuso;

Stations of the Cross
On each of the six Fridays of Lent, Stations of
the Cross will be celebrated in the Church at
6:00pm.

The Annunciation
During the season of Lent, Catholic churches are adorned in purple, symbolizing repentance and
solemnity. There are at least two occasions during Lent, however, when the liturgical colors change, at
least briefly. One such occasion is the fourth Sunday of Lent, which used to be called Laetare Sunday. On
that Sunday, churches—if they have them—can use rose-colored vestments and paraments. Another occasion to put away the purple for the day is the Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord.
The feast of the Annunciation is on March 25, for reasons that I hope are obvious. Start with
Christmas on December 25, and subtract nine months, and you’ll get the reason for the feast. The Annunciation celebrates the coming of the Archangel Gabriel to the Virgin Mary and announcing to her that she
is to be the mother of the Savior. This event has been one of the classic religious subjects of Western art
for centuries. The next time you’re at your computer, go to the Google search engine, and search for the
word “Annunciation,” then click on the tab that says “Images.” You’ll find hundreds of painting of the Annunciation. Most of these depict the archangel appearing to Mary. She is depicted holding a book; a visual
reference to the fact that her child would fulfill the words of the Old Testament prophets. The coming of
the Holy Spirit is portrayed by a descending dove or by a ray of light shining from
heaven.
On the feast of the Annunciation, we switch to white vestments and pray the
Gloria at the beginning of the Mass, both are symbols of the joy that accompanies the
Incarnation—Christ becoming human and choosing to be born as one of us. Even during the solemn penitential season of Lent, the Church acknowledges the coming of the
Savior with hope and joy.

LENTEN FISH FRY:
Mark your Calendars !!!!
March 24th
April 7th
Parish Center 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Carry Outs Available!

Seniors $8.00
Fish, Shrimp or Combo, 2 sides & Hush Puppies

Adults $8.00
Fish, Shrimp or Combo, 2 sides & Hush Puppies

Children $6.00
Fish, Shrimp, Mac’n Cheese or Spaghetti Dinners, one side, & Hush Puppies

Shrimp Basket $6.00
Sides Include:
Spaghetti, Green Beans, Mac’n Cheese, Slaw, Applesauce.

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU!!!

Lent: A Journey of Encounter
We Encounter Ourselves
To build a culture of encounter, we must start from within ourselves, from our personal call to discipleship. God knows our true selves, desiring that we, too, discover the person God has called us to be.
Through prayer, we encounter ourselves before God; we see ourselves as God sees us. And we realize that
God delights in every member of our human family because God is truly present in each of us.
Jesus reminds us, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself ” (Mk 12:31). To love another, we
must come to know our own selves, our own hurts and triumphs, our own joys and challenges. What begins as an interior encounter necessarily goes beyond ourselves, challenging us to live in solidarity with
people we may never meet. How can we hope to go to the margins, to
accompany those who are most vulnerable and in need, if we haven’t properly wrestled with our own vulnerability, our own need? Only then can we recognize that each person we encounter can share with us
some unique insight about our world, about ourselves, and ultimately, about our God.
We meet Jesus in the desert, a time of introspection and discernment before he begins his ministry.
What has he gone there to accomplish? Luke tells us that Jesus “was led by the Spirit into the desert for
forty days, to be tempted by the devil” (4:1-2). There he fasts and prays—and the enemy takes that opportunity to tempt Christ with those temptations we each encounter daily: material comfort, honor, and pride.
Jesus responded by trusting in God, by emptying himself of pride and power and ultimately rejecting the invitations of the enemy.
We, too, can better understand where we are broken and turning away from who we are called to be
by following Jesus’ example and encountering ourselves through prayer and fasting. We may not go into a
desert for forty days, but we can and should take the forty-day invitation of Lent as an opportunity to reorient our lives, examining how we are living in relationship with God and our neighbors.
That might mean coming to terms with troubling or disappointing truths. Can we, like Jesus, radically reject the offering of power, of influence? We all want glory, praise, a pat on the shoulder, but as Jesus turned away from the enemy’s offering, so too must we. And then, where do we turn? We go to the
margins with humility and compassion. Only by encountering ourselves can we then encounter our neighbors.

Bunko Night
Sponsored by St. Matthias Ladies’ Guild
When: Thursday, March 23, 2017
Where: Multipurpose Room from 7:00 pm – 9:00 pm (Doors Open at 6:45pm)
Cost: $5.00 per person
All ladies of St. Matthias Parish (18 years and older) and their friends are welcome to come
and enjoy an evening of Bunko. Beginners are always welcome!
*Snacks and beverages provided*
Please RSVP by March 20th, 2017
Sandy Sandweg at 314-894-9792, Shelia Brown at 314-952-8336 or email: foges@charter.net
Mark your calendar for upcoming Bunko Nights:
April 27, 2017; May 25, 2017; June 22, 2017; July - NO BUNKO; August 24, 2017; September 28, 2017;
October 26, 2017; November 30, 2017; December - NO BUNKO

40 Cans For Lent
The Knights of Columbus - Council #742 is sponsoring “40 Cans for Lent”.
The idea of this program is to sacrifice one can of food a day for the poor and needy during
the 40 days of Lent.
Donations from this Lenten program will be given to the St. Vincent DePaul Society.
Containers for your daily sacrifice are in the vestibule of Church. They are clearly marked:

“40 Cans”
The poor and needy will always be with us in our journey of life. We are grateful to all who
decide to participate in this program and for their acts of kindness.
I am honored in the sight of the Lord,
and my God is now my strength!
It is too little, he says, for you to be my
servant,
to raise up the tribes of Jacob,
and restore the survivors of Israel;
I will make you a light to the nations,
that my salvation may reach to the ends
of the earth.
Lord, teach us to be

Bible Study
Day time Bible Study
will resume on Wednesday, March 22, 2017 at
11:00 AM in Room 4 of the
Education Building.

AARP
TAX PREPARATION

loving not only in great
and exceptional mo-

Low income Senior’s may have their income
taxes prepared by qualified individuals for free at
St. Matthias in the Multi-Purpose room.
You must have an appointment.
Please call AARP TaxAide Call Center at
314-525-1660 to make an appointment.

ments but above all in
the ordinary events of
daily life.

2016 Contribution Statements
Statements are now available in the following ways:
•

If the Parish Office has your email address your statement has already been sent automatically
through the email on file.

•

Fax, when a fax number is provided to the Parish Office.

•

Mail, when a self addressed stamped envelope is provided to the Parish Office.

•

Pick up at the Parish Office, during Office Hours as listed on the front of the bulletin.

WELCOME NEW
PARISHIONERS!
A parish is not a place,
it is a community. A
parish is not a thing it is
the Body of Christ. We
can only be such a
community if every
Catholic in the area registers in the parish.
To receive a registration form or indicate an
address change or move from the parish,
please fill out the form below and drop
it in the collection basket or mail it to
the Parish Office.
Name __________________________________ and
___________________________________________________
Number in Family: ______
Adults _______ Children _______
Address________________________________
Zip ___________ Phone _________________
Email Address___________________________________
Cell Phone______________________________________

Offerings to Support
the Mission of the Parish
March 8 - 13, 2017
Sunday Offering
Sunday Offering (E-Give)
Ash Wednesday
Parish Upkeep
Helping Hands
Votive Candles
Sacramental Donations
Lenten Folders
Easter Flowers
Fish Fry (Gross)
Fish Fry Beer Sale (Gross)

$ 5,719.00
$ 4,649.02
$
19.00
$
72.00
$ 200.00
$
67.00
$ 100.00
$
60.00
$ 212.00
$ 8,823.00
$ 360.00

The following funds are “Restricted” which
means that they may be used only for the
intention for which they were given. These
funds are placed in separate interest bearing
accounts.
Parishioner Helping Parishioner
Memorial Prayer Garden
Operation Life Support
Operation Life Support (E-Give)

$
$
$
$

70.00
35.00

The following funds are transferred directly to
the Archdiocese or other Special Campaigns:
Black and Indian Missions
Catholic Relief Services
Churches in Eastern Europe

$
$
$

227.00
10.00
25.00

New Parishioner ______Moving Out _________

Continued from page 4
When she and her husband decided to reveal their grief to friends, the outpouring of support from people of
faith was quite different. They acknowledged the O’Neils’ loss, grieved, and prayed with them, and asked what name
they had given their son.
She reflected: “The culture of death is afraid of death, and so it tries to say that the loss of an unborn child
isn’t actually a death, or that death is not a tragedy if the life the child would have had would be hard. It tries to alleviate the pain of death by justifying it, but it comes up empty of comfort. Life, in contrast, weeps at death, but does
not fear it. The antithesis to the culture of death is this belief in the resurrection.”
Mrs. O’Neil’s story is one of “dusty hope.” Death is real. Grief is real. Weeping makes sense and is not to be
silenced. At the same time—because Jesus really died, really was buried, and really rose again—we need not fear
death having the final word. In the midst of our dusty lives, we can have hope. Denying the reality of death doesn’t
bring peace, God’s love alone does—a peace that “surpasses all understanding” (Philippians 4:7). And that mysterious, peace-filled, tear-stained hope is a firm foundation for building a stronger culture of life.
Whether pregnancy loss has touched our own families or not, we all have burdens of grief. Perhaps this Lent,
God the Father is calling us to acknowledge those losses and embrace “dusty hope.”

St. Matthias the Apostle
Memorial Prayer Garden
I (we) would like to purchase the following in the
Memorial Prayer Garden. I choose the following:
_____ Engraved Brick

$75.00

_____ Stone Boulder

$200.00

(For engraving of Boulders and Tree Memorials talk
with Jonathan at the Parish Office 314-892-7500)

_____Spruce Tree

$250.00

Please print in block letters the name(s) you would like engraved on the Memorial:
A space should be left between names and on either side of “&”. 15 characters are available per line,
Including spaces and punctuation; 3 lines per brick or marker:

__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|
__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|
__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|
Purchase Information:
Name: ________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________
City: _________________________________________________
State: ___________

Zip: ___________

Phone: ________________________

Please make checks payable to: St. Matthias
For extended term payments please contact the Parish Office.

