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The 2nd Sunday of Lent
March 12, 2017
READINGS FOR THE
WEEK
Monday:

Dn 9:4b-10;
Ps 79:8, 9, 11, 13;
Lk 6:36-38
Tuesday: Is 1:10, 16-20;
Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21, 23;
Mt 23:1-12
Wednesday:Jer 18:18-20;
Ps 31:5-6, 14-16;
Mt 20:17-28
Thursday: Jer 17:5-10;
Ps 1:1-4, 6;
Lk 16:19-31
Friday:
Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a; 17b-28a;
Ps 105:16-21;
Mt 21:33-43, 45-46
Saturday: Mi 7:14-15, 18-20;
Ps 103:1-4, 9-12;
Lk 15:1-3, 11-32
Sunday:
Ex 17:3-7;
Ps 95:1-2, 6-9;
Rom 5:1-2, 5-8;
Jn 4:5-42[5-15, 19b-26, 39a, 40-42]

“Go forth from the land of your kinsfolk
and from your father’s house to a land that
I will show you.” Genesis 12:1
God calls all of us to leave behind our old
ways and to follow Him, placing our complete trust in Him. Some of the old ways
that we may have to struggle to leave behind might be materialism, selfishness and
greed. Yet God promises to show us a
new land and a better way to live.

Catechism of the Catholic
Church
The Holy Spirit who teaches the Church and recalls to her all that Jesus said also instructs her in
the life of prayer, inspiring new expressions of
the same basic forms of prayer: blessing, petition,
thanksgiving and praise.
Because God blesses the human heart, it can in
return bless him who is the source of every blessing.
Forgiveness, the quest for the Kingdom and every true need are objects of the prayer of petition.
Prayer of intercession consists in asking on behalf of another. It knows no boundaries and extends to one's enemies.

External Sacrifice vs. Internal Conversion:
I don’t get it—all you do is give up candy?
Now, here is an interesting question. External
sacrifices are the most obvious kind, so sometimes it does look like all we do is avoid chocolate. However, if you look closer, you’ll realize
that fasting and abstinence have always gone
hand in hand with two of their best friends: prayer and almsgiving. External sacrifice is a manifestation of interior conversion: “interior conversion urges expression in visible signs, gestures
and works of penance”. Interior conversion is
where prayer and almsgiving come into play. In
almsgiving, we show mercy and generosity to
others, giving them a chance to experience the
blessings we have. In prayer, we are communicating with God, asking him to bless and perfect
our fasting and almsgiving: “prayer is the living
relationship of the children of God with their Father who is good beyond measure, with his Son
Jesus Christ and with the Holy Spirit”. It’s not
just avoiding sweets. It’s glorifying God by
growing in his Love.

Next Week - 3rd Sunday of Lent
"Whoever drinks the water I give will never be thirsty."
We humans are never satisfied. Why is it that as soon as we reach one level we begin climbing to the
next? As soon as we make more money, we spend it all and complain that we don't have enough. As
soon as we buy a bigger house or move to a larger apartment, we fill the extra space with more and more
stuff until we begin the search for larger quarters once again.
If there is a lesson to take home from the readings, it is this: if our goal in life is material goods, we
will never be satisfied. If our goal in life is spiritual wealth, we will be completely filled and nourished,
and therefore happy.
Just as the Lord provided water for the Israelites who were parched from the heat of the desert, God
will provide for us if we only have faith. The trick is to put our faith in the right place. Just keep the
words of Jesus in mind:
"Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again. But whoever drinks the water I give will never
be thirsty; no, the water I give shall become a fountain within, leaping up to provide eternal life."
In the Eucharist we receive this living water that Jesus gives to everyone who asks. We need to come
again and again - not because the Lord's gift is limited (for it is not), but because our capacity to receive is
limited.
We do not come, however, merely to get our spiritual batteries recharged; to fill up the tank for another week's journey down the road of life. No, this is a personal encounter with One who loves us more
than we can ever imagine; who loves us more highly than we value ourselves.
We try to hide the loose ends and messiness of our personal lives. Jesus knows about them already.
He does not excuse them, but he does not condemn us either, any more than he condemned the woman at
the well.
It is as true today as it was in Jesus' time that the fields are shining for harvest. That is absolutely certain. We have Jesus' word for it. One thing alone remains uncertain: will you be a part of that great harvest?
The answer to that question lies in your hands. Jesus Christ is asking you for your answer - today.

Speaker Series - Marie Kenyon
Who: Marie Kenyon
When: Monday, March 20, 2017
from 7:00pm - 8:00pm
Where: Multi-Purpose Room
Marie Kenyon director of the Peace & Justice
Commission of the Archdiocese will be speaking
on the topic of homelessness in our region. Marie
will focus on what factors cause people to become
homeless, who are the homeless and how our faith
calls us to help them.
Please contact the Parish Office at 314-892-7500
to make your reservation.
We look forward to seeing you!

2018 Pilgrimage to the Holy Land
Every year St. Matthias offers a pilgrimage to holy shrines throughout the world for the spiritual and intellectual development of parishioners and friends. The next pilgrimage will take place January 16-25,
2018.
There is no better way to understand the Gospels than to see, feel and walk in the places where Jesus
actually walked, taught, lived, died and rose from the dead - the Holy Land.
The fourth day in the Holy Land concludes with a moving visit to the old city of Jerusalem and the Western Wall (Wailing Wall) which is the only remaining part to the great temple of Jesus’ time. It is this
very spot that is sacred to all three great religions of the Middle East: Christianity, Judaism and Islam.
They came to Jerusalem, and on entering the temple area he began to drive out
those selling and buying there. He overturned the tables of the money changers
and the seats of those who were selling
doves. He did not permit anyone to carry anything through the temple area.
Then he taught them saying: “Is it not
written: My house shall be called a
house of prayer for all peoples?”
For more information contact Fr. Port (314-892-7500).
Brochures detailing the entire itinerary of the Pilgrimage are available at the Parish Office and the
Narthex of the church.
Observing Good Friday vs. Opening Day:
So, why can’t you go to the baseball opener on Friday?
In some years, Good Friday occurs on the same day major league baseball teams have their “opening day”
celebrations with games usually starting at 3:05 p.m. While everyone else is heading to the stands, eager
for hot dogs and home runs, all those Catholics are walking quietly toward churches. Why?? Because at
three o’clock on a Friday, on a hillside called Calvary, the Savior of the world took his last breath. All for
love of us. “It was now about noon and darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon because of an eclipse of the sun. Then the veil of the temple was torn down the middle. Jesus cried out in a
loud voice, ‘Father, into your hands I commend my spirit’; and when he had said this he breathed his
last” (Lk 23:44-46). At 3 p.m. on Good Friday, we take the time to reflect on what Christ has done for us,
not only by fasting, but also by the various devotions that our churches offer: veneration of the cross, the
reading of the Passion and the Stations of the Cross. On Good Friday, we spend our afternoon walking
with Christ to Calvary, immersed in his love and mercy . . . and that beats any baseball game, any time.

2017 Pilgrimage to the Northwest and Canada
Join Fr. Port in seeing the beauty that God has created in the Northwest U.S. Alberta Canada and the Canadian Rockies. Also visit many of the Catholic shrines and churches of these areas. In Canada visit
Banff and Jasper National Parks, Lake Louise, Vermillion Lakes and many more natural wonders. In the
Northwest U.S. just a few of the areas to be visited are: Glacier National Park, Custer National Monument, Devil’s Tower, the Black Hills, Mount Rushmore, and even Wall Drug.

Johnson Creek is a 25-mile tributary of
the Willamette River in the Portland metropolitan area of the state of Oregon.

For more information contact Fr. Port (314-892-7500).
Brochures detailing the entire itinerary of the Pilgrimage are available at the Parish Office and the Narthex of the church.

ARCHDIOCESAN LENTEN REGULATIONS
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not
perish but might have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but
that the world might be saved through him.”
(John 3:16-17)
The Church has always helped us fulfill these words of Jesus by prescribing very definite penance for all
Catholics, so that we too might have Eternal life. Accordingly, the Pope and the American Bishops have
outlined obligatory fast and abstinence as follows:
Ash Wednesday (Wednesday March 1, 2017) and Good Friday (April 14, 2017) are days of abstinence for all Catholics over the age of 14. On these two days, fast, as well as abstinence, is also obligatory for those from the ages of 18-59. Abstinence means refraining from meat. Fast means one full meal a
day, with two smaller meals and nothing between meals (liquids are permitted). No Catholic will lightly
excuse himself or herself from this obligation.
All Fridays in Lent are days of abstinence from meat. Here again Catholics will not hold themselves
lightly excused, but if there is a serious health problem, this obligation would not apply.
We should strive to make all days of Lent a time of prayer and penance.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK
Margaret Blickle, Benjamin Boyd, Bob Carroll, Laverne Chaney, Charlene Cruse, Janice G. Czapla,
Sylvia Czapla, Denny Dearda, Charles Denzel, Gerry DiMaggio, Lorraine Dohm, Jack Eckles,
Maria Edwards, Olivia Edwards, Dan Fitzsimmons, George Flaton, Ann Forthaus, Alice Gereaux,
Lorraine Greene, Jaimi Grimm, Joan Grippo, David Goetz, Cassie Gorecki, Dawn Guardano, Jane Hackett,
Ed Hasler, Brett Haubrich, Mary Ann Heberer, Anne Heuvelman, Kathleen Holmes, Frances Holtkamp,
Mary Ellen Howard, Lukas Inman, Charles Jones, Jim Kargus, Frances Kasting, Delores Kersting,
Shirley Kramper, Paula Kunz, Ronald Lamb, Josephine Lange, Oliver Lange, Nancy Linder,
Lisa McLanahan, Donna Meyer, Shania Meyer, Janet Millslagle, Rich Millslagle, Louise Moore,
David Oppland, Lauri Pennycook, Radomir Polach, Yvonne Proehl, Bobby Randazzo, Kenneth Reeg,
John Ryan Jr., Tony Sauer, Ben Schaab, Lorraine Scheffer, Timothy Schiefelbein, Donald Schlingman,
Fr. Eugene Selzer, Margaret Sevem, Leonard Suttmoeller, Irene Taschler, Marian Thompson,
Norm Valenta, Rich Veile, Lucille Venverloh, Gloria White, Bob Wissler,

CANDLES

MASS INTENTIONS

Lighting a candle expresses a prayer need and
invites others to join in praying for that intention.

Mar. 13, Monday
8:00 a.m. Larry Bereswill
Mar. 14, Tuesday
8:00 a.m. Frank Reznicek
Mar. 15, Wednesday
8:00 a.m. Dave Cieslinski
Mar. 16, Thursday
8:00 a.m. Elvera Byrne
Mar. 17, Friday
8:00 a.m. Alice Dexter
Mar. 18, Saturday Vigil of the 3rd Sunday of
Lent
4:00 p.m. Dave Cieslinski
Mar. 19, Sunday
The 3rd Sunday of Lent
8:30 a.m. Kwiatkowski Family
10:30 a.m. People of the Parish

The prayer needs this week are:
Tom Sanders Sr. and families; Tom Sanders Jr.
and family; Brian Davis Jr. and families; My
brother-in-law had a stroke; Hubby getting a dye
test on Thursday, please let everything be OK;
R. and R. families; Souls in Purgatory; Raymond
L. Cardinal Burke; Fr. Port and all priests; Families; Perseverance in doing the First Friday/First
Saturday reparation vigil; Rose L. - better health
and healing; Gus L. - better health and healing;
Vince Arnold - better health; Dan McDonough;
Caroline (McDonough) Seymour; Virginia and
Bob Stinson; In honor of Dwarn B.; Special Intention; Dot, Emily, Ken, Michael; Jason Rowley;
Shawn Rowley; For our baby brother William
McCullar Jr.; St. Jude - Special Intention; Health
of Dietz family; Mr. Callagirone to get well;
Zelch/Dove/Medley families; Jessica Duvall - for
God to watch over her as she does her job at the
Jewish Community Center in Kansas. The fear of
bomb threats is a big concern of parents and staff;
Cindy Romito - for continued improvement with
the bone marrow transplant; Help my strength;
Good luck with CT scan;

Stations of the Cross
On each of the six Fridays of Lent, Stations of
the Cross will be celebrated in the Church at
6:00pm.

Prayer: The Easy Out for Lent
Celebrating Lent is “easy” for Catholics. We have a clear start day—Ash Wednesday. Even if you
forgot it’s Ash Wednesday as soon as you see someone with a dirty forehead you know it’s Lent! We know
that Lent ends on Easter. And in between Ash Wednesday and Easter, we have an easy-to-remember list of
what to do during Lent: pray, fast and give alms.
Everyone has a favorite of the three. As a kid, I loved the fasting on Fridays mainly because I knew
we would be having pizza and if we were lucky we’d be at my Nonna’s house on Friday night, which meant
homemade pizza. Almsgiving has also been one of the “easier” things about Lent for me too. It never really
seems too difficult to spend one or two afternoons volunteering or adding something extra each week to my
envelope.
Prayer always seems like the easy part of Lent as well. How hard is it to say an extra prayer or two
each day? But every Lent, how often do we fail at this? Often we start off saying: I am going to do 30
minutes of meditation, or I am going to say a whole Rosary. And instead we just say a quick prayer before
bed each night.
So this Lent, I am going to follow number six of Bishop David Ricken’s “10 Things to Remember
for Lent”: don’t do too much. I am going to keep my prayer simple and focused. I’ll remember that Lent is
an act of prayer spread out over 40 days and that the point of Lent and prayer is to grow closer to Christ.
St. John Damascene gave us a classic definition of prayer: “Prayer is the raising of one’s mind and
heart to God or the requesting of good things from God”. Taking time each day during Lent to simply raise
my mind and heart to God is something I can accomplish. Hopefully, I can spend more time each day in
prayer than I normally do, and maybe some days I will pray a whole Rosary. But this Lent, on the days
where the world gets the best of me, I think I will focus on this message of St. John XXIII:
Hear all; believe a few; honor all.
Do not believe everything you hear;
Do not judge everything you see;
Do not do everything you can;
Do not give everything you have;
Do not say everything you know.
Pray, read, withdraw, be silent, be at peace.
Abstinence:
So why aren’t you eating pepperoni pizza on Friday?
You love pepperoni pizza. You eat it all the time. Suddenly, you can’t have it on Fridays?! What could possibly be going on? It must be that Catholic thing, again. Absolutely! On Fridays during Lent, we particularly
remember the sacrifice of Christ on the Cross. In memory of this great sacrifice, we continue the tradition of
penance and sacrifice—abstaining from meat on Fridays is an outward manifestation of an interior reality:
the conversion of our hearts. As Pope John Paul II has said, “In fact, the external aspects of fasting, though
important, do not convey the full measure of the practice. Joined to the practice should be a sincere desire
for inner purification, readiness to obey the divine will and thoughtful solidarity with our brothers and sisters, especially the very poor”. Christ himself fasted and prayed in the desert. Through fasting and praying,
we unite ourselves with the sacrifice of Christ and offer him reparation for our sins and failings. It’s a little
thing to give him in the face of his ultimate sacrifice, but what a grace that our God accepts and loves little
gifts!

Palm Sunday and Symbolism:
Why are you carrying around tree branches?
Sometimes, one of the hardest things to explain as a Catholic is our attachment to symbolism. Palm Sunday
is a great example of that. We come home from Mass holding palm branches, and we tuck them behind a
crucifix or next to the picture of the Last Supper. To anyone who does not know our faith, it looks as
though we stuck a few weeds on the wall . . . imagine their questions! The truth behind this tradition, however, goes to the story of Palm Sunday, when the people heard that Christ was coming, and “they took palm
branches and went out to meet him, and cried out ‘Hosanna! / Blessed is he who comes in the name of the
Lord, / [even] the king of Israel’” (Jn 12:13). It was a tradition to spread palms before a king as he processed into his city. It was a way to welcome him, to show him glory and homage. Thus, Christ, the true
King, was welcomed into Jerusalem. This fulfilled the prophecy in the Old Testament, which declared,
“Behold: your king is coming to you, / a just savior is he, / humble and riding on a donkey” (Zech 9:9). It
revealed that Christ was a great king but also a humble king. The people greeted him with wild joy and
cheers of Hosanna. But one short week later, they crucified him. We celebrate this feast and carry palm
branches home with us to commemorate the great humility of Our Lord, who loved us so much that he
chose the Cross for our salvation.

LENTEN FISH FRY:
Mark your Calendars !!!!
March 24th
April 7th
Parish Center 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Carry Outs Available!

Seniors $8.00
Fish, Shrimp or Combo, 2 sides & Hush Puppies

Adults $8.00
Fish, Shrimp or Combo, 2 sides & Hush Puppies

Children $6.00
Fish, Shrimp, Mac’n Cheese or Spaghetti Dinners, one side, & Hush Puppies

Shrimp Basket $6.00
Sides Include:
Spaghetti, Green Beans, Mac’n Cheese, Slaw, Applesauce.

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU!!!

40 Cans For Lent
The Knights of Columbus - Council #742 is sponsoring “40 Cans for Lent”.
The idea of this program is to sacrifice one can of food a day for the poor and needy during
the 40 days of Lent.
Donations from this Lenten program will be given to the St. Vincent DePaul Society.
Containers for your daily sacrifice are in the vestibule of Church. They are clearly marked:

“40 Cans”
The poor and needy will always be with us in our journey of life. We are grateful to all who
decide to participate in this program and for their acts of kindness.

Bible Study
Day time Bible Study
will resume on Wednesday, March 22, 2017 at
11:00 AM in Room 1 of the
Education Building.

AARP
TAX PREPARATION
Low income Senior’s may have their income
taxes prepared by qualified individuals for free at
St. Matthias in the Multi-Purpose room.
You must have an appointment.
Please call AARP TaxAide Call Center at
314-525-1660 to make an appointment.

2016 Contribution Statements
Statements are now available in the following ways:
•

If the Parish Office has your email address your statement has already been sent automatically
through the email on file.

•

Fax, when a fax number is provided to the Parish Office.

•

Mail, when a self addressed stamped envelope is provided to the Parish Office.

•

Pick up at the Parish Office, during Office Hours as listed on the front of the bulletin.

WELCOME NEW
PARISHIONERS!
A parish is not a place,
it is a community. A
parish is not a thing it is
the Body of Christ. We
can only be such a
community if every
Catholic in the area registers in the parish.
To receive a registration form or indicate an
address change or move from the parish,
please fill out the form below and drop
it in the collection basket or mail it to
the Parish Office.
Name __________________________________ and
___________________________________________________
Number in Family: ______
Adults _______ Children _______

Offerings to Support
the Mission of the Parish
March 1 - 8, 2017
Sunday Offering
Sunday Offering (E-Give)
Special Donation
Ash Wednesday
Parish Upkeep
Parish Upkeep (E-Give)
Votive Candles
Space Utilization Donations
Easter Flowers

The following funds are “Restricted” which
means that they may be used only for the
intention for which they were given. These
funds are placed in separate interest bearing
accounts.
Parishioner Helping Parishioner
Memorial Prayer Garden
Operation Life Support
Operation Life Support (E-Give)

Address________________________________
Zip ___________ Phone _________________
Email Address___________________________________
Cell Phone______________________________________
New Parishioner ______Moving Out _________

$ 9,748.00
$
50.00
$
84.21
$ 406.00
$ 244.00
$
$ 106.00
$ 200.00
$ 149.00

$
$
$
$

150.00
195.00

The following funds are transferred directly to
the Archdiocese or other Special Campaigns:
Black and Indian Missions
$
Catholic Relief Services
$
Church in Central & Eastern Europe $

512.00
145.00
67.00

Bunko Night
Sponsored by St. Matthias Ladies’ Guild
When: Thursday, March 23, 2017
Where: Multipurpose Room from 7:00 pm – 9:00 pm (Doors Open at 6:45pm)
Cost: $5.00 per person
All ladies of St. Matthias Parish (18 years and older) and their friends are welcome to come
and enjoy an evening of Bunko. Beginners are always welcome!
*Snacks and beverages provided*
Please RSVP by March 20th, 2017
Sandy Sandweg at 314-894-9792, Shelia Brown at 314-952-8336 or email: foges@charter.net
Mark your calendar for upcoming Bunko Nights:
April 27, 2017; May 25, 2017; June 22, 2017; July - NO BUNKO; August 24, 2017; September 28, 2017;
October 26, 2017; November 30, 2017; December - NO BUNKO

St. Matthias the Apostle
Memorial Prayer Garden
I (we) would like to purchase the following in the
Memorial Prayer Garden. I choose the following:
_____ Engraved Brick

$75.00

_____ Stone Boulder

$200.00

(For engraving of Boulders and Tree Memorials talk
with Jonathan at the Parish Office 314-892-7500)

_____Spruce Tree

$250.00

Please print in block letters the name(s) you would like engraved on the Memorial:
A space should be left between names and on either side of “&”. 15 characters are available per line,
Including spaces and punctuation; 3 lines per brick or marker:

__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|
__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|
__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|
Purchase Information:
Name: ________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________
City: _________________________________________________
State: ___________

Zip: ___________

Phone: ________________________

Please make checks payable to: St. Matthias
For extended term payments please contact the Parish Office.

